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E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB, GW, GE, UR 

SUB J : LABOR- MORE ON NEW DGB- FDGB SUMMIT MEETING 
REF: BONN 3834 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON MARCH 15 AFTER A 
TWO DAYS TALK IN DUESSELDORF, DGB PRESIDENT VETTER AND 
FDGB PRESIDENT WARNKE URGED RATIFICATION OF THE BASIC 
TREATY BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE GDR AND ANNOUNCED INTENSIFIED 
LABOR EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE FRG AND GD. THE LATTER WILL INCLUDE 
AFFILIATED INDUSTRIAL UNIONS, YOUTH COMMITTEES, AND TRADE 
UNION JOURNALISTS. VETTER AND WARNKE, HOWEVER, DISAGREED ON 
THE FDGB PROPOSAL TO SUPPORT CALLING A EUROPEAN TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE WHICH VETTER VIEWED AS NOT YET OPPORTUNE. VETTER 
ALSO POINTEDLY VISITED CHANCELLOR BRANDT THE SAME DAY TO 

BRIEF HIM ON THESE TALKS. WARNKE' S VISIT APPARENTLY WAS 
CLOSELY COORDINATED WITH SOVIET AUCCTU PRESIDENT SHELF, PIN 
DURING HIS RECENT MARCH 8-9 VISIT TO MOSCOW. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE DGB- FDGB ISSUED THE FOLLOWING JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON 
MARCH 15: " A MEETING BETWEEN DELEGATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARDS OF THE FDGB AND THE DGB TOOK PLACE IN DUESSELDORF 
ON MARCH 14-15. THE DELEGATION OF THE FDGB EXECUTIVE BOARD 
HEADED BY ITS PRESIDENT HERBERT WERNKE INCLUDED : VICE PRESI- 
DENT WOLFGANG BEYREUTHER AND THE MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM AND S 
SECRETARIES WERNER HEILEMANN AND HEINZ NEUKRANTZ. THE DGB DE- 
LEGATION HEADED BY PRESIDENT HEINZ OSKAR VETTER INCLUDED: 

VICE- PRESIDENT MARIA WEBER, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
GEORG NEEMANN AND GERHARD SCHMIDT AND DR. BERND OTTO, SE- 
CRETARY IN THE DGB HEADQUARTERS. 

" SUBJECT OF THE TALKS WERE QUESTIONS OF TRADE UNION ACTI- 
VITIES AND THE REPRESENTATION OF LABOR INTERESTS IN DIFFERENT 
SOCIAL STRUCTURES. THE CONVERSATIONS TOOK PLACE IN AN OPEN- 
MINDED AND OBJECTIVE ATMOSPHERE. BOTH SIDES STRESSED THE USE- 
FULNESS OF THEIR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND VIEWS. 

" THE DELEGATIONS AGREED TO THE NEED FOR AN EARLY RATIFICATION 
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OF THE TREATY ON THE BASES OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GDR AND 
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THE FRG SINCE IT SERVES THE SAFEGUARDING OF PEACE, DETENTE 
IN EUROPE AS WELL AS THE EASING OF HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS. 
BOTH SIDES AGREED TO TAKE FURTHER STEPS TOWARD A NORMALIZA- 
TION THE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FDGB AND THE DGB INCLUD- 
ING THE OPENING OF RELATONS BETWEEN THE AFFILIATED UNIONS 
OF THE FDGB AND DGB, THE MEETING BETWEEN THE YOUTH 
COMMITTEES OF BOTH ORGANIZATIONS AND THE EXCHANGE OF 
TRADE UNION INFORMATION. 

" REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH FEDERATIONS WILL WORK OUT CON- 
CRETE PROPOSALS ON THESE ISSUES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE BOARDS WILL CON- 
TINUE." 

3. COMMENT: THE DGB CONTINUES TO RECEIVE HIGH LEVEL 
ATTENTION FROM THE SOVIETS AND GDR WITH THIS WARNKE TRIP 
CLOSELY FOLLOWED NEXT DAY BY THE VISIT OF SOVIET 
POLITBUREAU MEMBER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE SOVIET KOMSOMOL 
YEGVENITY T Y AZHELNIKO V TO THE DGB TO TALK WITH THE HEAD 
OF THE DGB YOUTH DEPARTMENT FRANZ WOSCHECH ABOUT 
" QUESTIONS OF YOUTH POLICY OF MUTUAL INTEREST." 

REFLECTING THE LEVEL OF THESE CONTACTS, VETTER POINTEDLY 
VISITED CHANCELLOR BRANDT THE SAME DAY TO INFORM HIM 
ABOUT THE FDGB/ DGB TALKS. 



APPARENTLY WARNKE' S TRIP AND LINE WAS ALSO CAREFULLY 
COORDINATED WITH SOVIET AUCCTU SHELEPIN DURING HIS VISIT 
TO MOSCOW WITH FDGB VICE PRESIDENT BEYREUTHER MARCH 8-9. 
ACCORDING TO EAST GERMAN FDGB DAILY TRIBUENE, AT THIS 
MEETING " BOTH SIDES EXCHANGED INFORMATION ON THE ACTIVI- 
TIES OF THEIR ORGANIZATIONS.. AND DISCUSSED IN DETAIL 
CURRENT PROBLEMS OF THE EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT." THEY " FOUND THAT RECENTLY INCREASINGLY 
FAVORABLE CONDITIONS HAD BEEN CREATED FOR THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF COOPERATIO BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNIONS 
WITH DIFFERENT ORIENTATIONS IN THE INTEREST OF THE WORK- 
ING CLASS AND ALL WORKERS OF THE CONTINENT. THE AUCCTU 
AND THE FDGB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EXPRESSED THEIR SATIS- 
FACTION WITH THE INTENTION OF THE ILO TO CONVENE THE 
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SECOND EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE ILO IN JANU- 
ARY 1974, IN THE COURSE OF WHICH THERE WILL TAKE PLACE A 
MEETING OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE TRADE UNION FEDERATIONS 
IN THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES . " HIT .LF.NBR AND 
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